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Lakehead University

Department of Sociology

Sociology 2111WA – Perspectives in Social Thought

Winter Term 2006
Dr. Thomas Dunk

Time: Tues and Thurs 1-2:30 pm

Place: Ryan Building 3046
Course Description: This course: 1) introduces students to the historical background of the development of social theory; and 2) discusses the rational/utilitarian, conflict, Durkheimian and symbolic interactionist perspectives in terms of their social and political context and application to the current world.

Course Aims: In addition to introducing students to the principle theoretical paradigms in sociology, this course aims to: 1) enable students to recognize the theoretical assumptions that underlay arguments and debates they encounter in their everyday lives; 2) encourage students to think critically about the way in which social structures and social forces determine the way the world is perceived and represented; 3) introduce students to the history of sociology as an academic discipline; and 4) help students develop intellectual skills such as logical thinking and critical reasoning.

Course Organization: This course is organized around lectures, classroom discussion of the readings and other materials, and other classroom activities.

Requirements and Marks: 
· Five in-class quizzes, each worth 10 percent of the final mark (total of 50 percent). 

· One take-home essay exam worth 50 percent of the final mark (total of 50 percent).  

Readings: There is only one text for this class: Randall Collins, Four Sociological Traditions (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994). It is available at the Lakehead University Bookstore.

 Syllabus

1. January 3: Welcome and Introductions

2. January 5: Historical Background: Reading Collins pp.3-46.

3. January 10: Historical Background cont’d

4. January 12: Historical Background cont’d

5. January 17: --Quiz One –
6. January 19: The Rational/Utilitarian Tradition: Utilitarianism as a Philosophy. Reading: Collins, pp.121-133.
7. January 24: The Rational/Utilitarian Tradition: Rationality, Economics, and Society. Reading: Collins, pp. 133-180.

8. January 26: The Rational/Utilitarian Tradition: Rationality, Economics and Society, ibid.

9. January 31: -- Quiz Two –
10. February 2: The Conflict Tradition: Class and Gender Conflict, Ideology, the State. Reading Collins, pp.47-81.
11. February 7: The Conflict Tradition: reading as above
12.  February 9:  The Conflict Tradition: Max Weber on Power. Reading: Collins, pp. 81-92.

13. February 14: The Conflict Tradition: February 16: The Conflict Tradition: Reinterpreting the Classic Statements. Reading: Collins, pp. 92-120.
14.  February 16:  --- Quiz Three -- 
15. February 21:  WINTER BREAK
16. February 23:  WINTER BREAK
17. February 28: Durkheim: Sociology, Social Order and the Social Basis of Cognition. Reading: Collins, pp.181-194
18. March 2:  Durkheim and Functionalism as a Paradigm. Reading: Collins: pp. 195-210.
19. March 7: Durkheim, Ritual, and Religion. Reading: Collins, pp.211-225
20. March 9: : Durkheimian Sociology and Social Exchange. Reading: Collins, pp. 225-236.

21. March 14: -- Quiz Four --
22. March 16: Symbolic Interactionism, American Pragmatism, and Semiotics. Reading: Collins, pp. 242-253
23. March 21: Cooley, Mead, Blumer and Symobolic Interactionism. Reading: Collins, pp. 253-266
24. March 23: Symbolic Interactionism and Social Constructionism. Reading: Collins, pp. 266-289
25. March 28:  Symbolic Interactionism and Social Constructionism. Reading: ibid.
26. March 30: -- Quiz Five --  Conclusions
